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On behalf of the Committee on Aging Issues at the Japanese American Association of New York,
Inc., we are pleased to present the results of the survey concerning awareness of aging issues among
Japanese and Japanese Americans age 50 and over which was commissioned by the Consulate General
of Japan in New York.

New York has one of the largest Japanese communities in the world. This includes an increasing
number of aging Japanese and Japanese Americans whose need for social services, health care, nursing,
and community outreach grows with each passing year. To address this, the Committee on Aging Issues
was established in May 2005 to better understand the conditions today’s seniors face and take
appropriate measures to meet their future needs. This committee is made up of representatives of
organizations serving the Japanese and Japanese American community as well as individuals
representing various professions. [Since its establishment, the members of this committee, all of
whom are volunteers, have met on a monthly basis and spent many hours working together. ]

The purpose of this survey was to raise awareness among Japanese and Japanese Americans on
aging issues. The survey was distributed to Japanese and Japanese Americans in New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Pennsylvania. Out of 8,196 mailings, we had a response rate of over 2,000. We
thank all those who took the time to complete the survey. Based on these results, it is clear that much
work needs to be done. We plan to conduct further research on concerns raised in the survey and
evaluate the specific needs affecting this growing population. In this regard, we greatly appreciate
everyone’s continuing support and encouragement. The Committee on Aging Issues will soon be a
year old. We look forward to being of greater service to the community.

In closing, we would like to thank the Consulate General of Japan in New York for this
opportunity and for their generous support. We would also like to thank Yuzo Kayama and others who
donated funds to help make this survey possible. And last but not least, our thanks go to Prof. Tazuko
Shibusawa of Columbia University, School of Social Work who selflessly gave of her time and
expertise to help analyze the survey results for us.

Susan J. Onuma, President
Japanese American Association of NewYork, Inc. March 24, 2006
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